
Federal and State 

HIT Update 
John D. Halamka MD 



Federal 
• PCAST Report and Workgroup 

• The Direct Project  

• Policy Committee Charge to the 

Standards Committee on Certificates 

• Policy Committee Charge to the 

Standards Committee on Provider 

Directories 

• Certification Permanent Rule 



The Spirit of PCAST 
• Universal Exchange Language 

• Data Atomic not Document Centric 

• Metadata at the data element level 

• Privacy Controls at the data element 

level enabling data reuse 

• Search engine technology and a 

national Data Element Access Service 

(DEAS) 



State 
• Governance - Advisory Group + HIT Council 

= HIT/HIE Steering Committee 

• Challenge Grants - Impact and MDPHNet 

• Procurement - Advisory Workgroup 

Support, PMO, Provider Directory, 

Certificate Management Standards, Public 

HISP 

• Sustainability Models 

• Experience with Certification using NEHEN 
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Example HISPs / Vendors: 

•Hospital HIEs 

•Local RHIOs 

•NEHEN 

•Commercial HIE vendors 

•Commercial EHR vendors 

 

HISPs / Vendors to be “certified” to 

adhere to certain standards and 

policies and deliver certain services.  

May be subsidized in early years to 

promote adoption. 


